
 

Friends of Mason Neck State Park  

2022 Gallery of "Picture the Magic" Images 

The Friends’ 2022 photography contest was intended to collect 

images of the many magical aspects of the park, specifically its 

wildlife, aquatic recreation, natural beauty, and dedicated helpful 

staff.  

 

Grand Prize Winner - “Kayaking Kane’s Creek” – Donna Cline 
 

Donna’s Caption:  I selected this photo because I believe it captures the charm of 
Mason Neck State Park. This photo was taken during one of the guided paddle tours 
the park offers. On the return, we were paddling down Kane’s Creek into the sunset, 
and I was struck by how golden hour transformed our surroundings from beautiful and 
serene to downright stunning. You can only experience this by being out on the water 
at Mason Neck State Park. 



Contest submissions were limited to photographs taken in the park 

or in Belmont Bay just off the park’s shoreline in 2022.  The images 

were judged on originality, technical excellence, composition, 

overall impact, and artistic merit.  Submissions from young 

photographers (under 18) were judged separately from those of 

adults. 

 

 

 1st Prize – Young Photographer - “Brothers” – Madelyn Lessard, age 11 
 

Madelyn’s caption:  I feel like this photo is magic because I love to see my brothers 

caring for one another. It is so cool to be able to see my brothers interacting and not 

fighting. It’s a beautiful place, and it shows how nature can bring people together. 

Now that’s magic! 

 

 



 

1st Prize – Adult - “Juvenile Bald Eagle” – Angela Camp 
 
Angela’s caption:  The Bald Eagle is one of the most amazing birds to be seen at 
Mason Neck. I cannot describe how thrilling it is to go around a bend in the trail and 
see a bald eagle sitting there. I chose this photo as the juvenile did not seem to be 
disturbed by me or my camera. 

 

A park staff official and three members of the Friends’ Board of 

Directors conducted the judging over a two-day period.  With over 

100 submissions, the judges had to make difficult choices.  The 

images clearly represent a high level of photographic talent.  There 

were a few entries of excellent quality and creativity that 

unfortunately had to be disqualified because they depicted what 

was considered behavior not consistent with park rules, harassment 



of wildlife, or were clearly taken too far from the park’s shoreline 

boundary. 

 
Note to entrants:  All of your images were judged based on their 
content as submitted.  After the judging was completed, images 
were slightly cropped and/or changed from landscape to portrait 
orientation for formatting in this publication. 
 

 

The Judges were disappointed that no entries were submitted 
featuring park staff in action, however another contest is planned 
for 2023 and that subject category will again be included (there’s 
more about next year’s contest on the last page of this article).  
 
In addition to appearing in this publication, the three prize-winning 
and honorable mention photos will be posted on the Friends’ 
website and Facebook page and will be available for viewing on 
one of the Park’s monitors in the Visitor Center later this year.  
 
The images below were recognized by the judges as deserving of 
an Honorable Mention designation.  The challenges faced by the 
judges to limit cash prizes to just the three should be apparent.  



Young Photographers’ Honorable Mentions 

    
         “Pretty Flowers”                              “Sunset at Mason Neck State Park” 
          Xara Nasseh, age 11                        Xara Nasseh, age 11 
 

    
       “Joy’s Bridge”                                    “Monarch Butterfly” 
        Joy Svendsen, age 13         name withheld, age 14   



    
      “Smiling Dragonfly”                                “Climbing Turtle” (Southeastern Mud   
       Eshaan Ahmed, age 10                           Turtle) – Madelyn Lessard, age 11 
 

    
           “Old Man Tree”                                         “Fall at Mason Neck State Park” 
            Theodore Kim, age 11                                Xara Nasseh, age 11 
 

 
                 “My First Fox” – Brigham Peterson, age 15 (Red Fox juvenile) 



Adults Honorable Mention - Tier One Images 
 

 
      “Momma’s Watching” (Groundhog) 
       Barbara Saffir 

 



 
                “Sunset over Belmont Bay” – Howard Wu 
   

 
                “Happy Pondhawk Dragonfly Looking at Me” – John Hoecker 
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“Soulful Singer” Prothonotary Warbler        “Little Redhead” Red-headed Woodpecker 
 Barbara Saffir                                          Angela Camp 
 

    
“Bald Eagle”                                            “Aerial Assault on the Unsuspecting” 
 Angela Camp                                           (American Crows) Guillermo Gomez 



 
   “Kayaking at Night” – Natalie Vaeth 



 
              “The Dragonfly” – Kris Gulden 
 

 
               “Kane’s Creek at Twi-light” – Jerry Nissley 



    
           “Osprey” – Angela Camp                 “Afternoon Snack” (Eastern Phoebe) 

      Dan Whalen 
 

 
            “Red Fox”— Kevin Huggins 



 
              “Sunset at Mason Neck” – Howard Wu 
 

 
               “Raccoon Eating Shellfish” – Robert Marske 



 
“Ready for Liftoff” (Barn Swallow) – Barbara Saffir 
 

      
“An Itch You Have to Scratch”                     “Majestic Fishing of the Belmont Piscary” 
 Great Blue Heron – Howard Wu                   (Great Egret) – Guillermo Gomez 
 



 
              “Eastern Phoebe” – Angela Camp 
 

 
               “Belmont Bay Sunset” – Donna Cline 



Adults Honorable Mention - Tier Two Images 
 

 
                 “Water Lilly on Kane’s Creek” – Robert Marske 
 

 
                 “Marsh View” – Christine Haye 



 
               “Green Oasis” – Jenny Kim 
 

 
              “Park Landscape Belmont Bay” – Michael Soluri 



 
               “Grabbing a Berry” (Gray Catbird) – Eric Cassel                
 

   
”Bald Eagle” – Katherine Bednarek             “Calling Crows” – William Moberly 
 



 
               “Monarch Butterfly” – Kevin Huggins 

 
 

 
                “Red Fox” – Howard Wu 



 
      “The Kayaks at Sunset” – Eric Cassel 
 



 
            “Star Spangled Banner Trail” – Faith Svendsen 
 

    
        “Curious Squirrel” – Dan Whalen    “Downy Woodpecker” – Dan Whalen 



 
   “Restful Break” – Jenna Connor-Harris 
 
 
 



Adult Honorable Mention – Tier Three Images 
 

 
               “Star Spangled Banner Trail” (Bay View Trail) – Faith Svendsen 
 

 
                “Picnic” – Christine Haye 
 



 
     “Sunset and Owl Moon” – Emily LeBlanc 



 
               “Kayaker Crossing Belmont Bay” – Robert Marske 
 

The Friends wish to express a BIG Thank You to all those who 
submitted entries.  Your images attest to the wondrous nature of 
the park with features appealing to a wide variety of interests.  
 

Attention photographers – 2023 Photography 
Contest:  The Friends will be holding another photography 

contest next year.  Eligible photographs will: 1) be limited to those 
taken any time in 2022 and up to the deadline in 2023 (yet to be 
established); and 2) have been taken in Mason Neck State Park or 
in the immediate vicinity of the park’s shoreline on Belmont Bay.  
Expect the competition to be even greater than it was this year.  
Keep in mind that the more often you come to Mason Neck State 
Park with your camera and ready to click away, the better your 
odds of capturing your own magic moment.  




