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The Friends of Mason Neck State Park, Inc. 

 
 

 
The Friends of Mason Neck State Park is an all-volunteer, Section 501(c)(3) organization. Our mission is 
to conserve, enhance, and interpret the Park's natural, educational, recreational, cultural, and historic 
resources. We work closely with Park Staff, providing both volunteer support and financial support for 
many park programs such as the annual Eagle Festival, shoreline cleanups, educational activities, and 
outreach events that are focused on bringing the underserved in our community to the park. We also 
serve as advocates for the park with our State Legislature. 
 
Throughout the year, the Friends hold educational events that are open to both our members and the 
public. We focus on topics that are related to the environment, wildlife, and history of the Mason Neck 
area as well as globally important environmental issues. At times we partner with similar organizations 
to present programs that are relevant to a broader audience. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
As we all continued to adapt to a changing environment, Mason Neck State Park remained a welcome 
refuge for the many thousands of folks who have discovered the benefits of time spent outdoors. 
Including those experiencing the park for the first time, it was great to welcome more than 190,000 
visitors in 2021. 
 
We moved to Zoom for many of our educational programs which allowed us to reach a nationwide 
audience. However, we were delighted to still be able to sponsor and support in-person outdoor events 
as well as our traditional holiday event, Swanfall. Partnering with park staff and local organizations, we 
brought some of the less fortunate in our community to the park to enjoy picnics and a wide variety of 
activities.  
 
Our successful legislative efforts in 2019 and 2020 resulted in the park being fully staffed with the 2021 
hiring of Chief Ranger Eric Percival, Assistant Manager Taylore Willis and Chief Ranger Visitor Experience 
Ericka Jackson. Our efforts also led to a bill to fund a much-needed connection to Fairfax County 
waterlines. The initial work has begun on replacing the park’s unreliable well system which has left park 
visitors and staff without water and functioning restrooms at times. When I say ‘our efforts,’ that 
includes the hundreds of park visitors and members who wrote letters to our state legislators and signed 
petitions in support of these endeavors. 
 
My sincerest thanks go out to all of you for your support in helping us share the message of the 
importance of conservation and creating great experiences in the park for so many people. Special 
thanks go to our generous donors. We look forward to offering more programs and events in 2022 as 
pandemic-related restrictions permit. 
 

        Hillary K. Clawson 
         President 

 
 



 
 

                
 

                   Officers and Directors 

The following individuals served as officers and directors of the Friends of Mason Neck State Park during 
2021.  
 

Tom Blackburn     Steve Levenson, Vice President 
Bets Byrne      Gail Mlinarchik, Secretary 
Hillary Clawson, President    John Rand      
Pam Cressey      John Romano 
Richard (Dick) Harless     Randy Streufert, Treasurer 
Richard (Dick) Kennedy 

2021 Educational Programs 
 

MOW LESS, GROW MORE - How to protect neighboring parks and natural 
habitat by mowing less and using native plants to expand wildlife 
corridors and stream buffers was presented by Tami Sheiffer, the 
coordinator of Fairfax County Park Authority's "Watch the Green Grow" 
education and outreach initiative.  

  

 
VIRTUAL EAGLE FESTIVAL – Buddy the Eagle, a regular at our annual Eagle 
Festival was featured from his home at the Wildlife Center of Virginia via Zoom. 
This program gave viewers an opportunity to see what a typical day looks like 
for Buddy in a peek behind the scenes. 
 
 
OWL MOON – Held outside under the stars, visitors were treated to A Year in 
the Life of an Owl presented by rehabilitator and educator Secret Garden Birds 
and Bees, featuring a wide variety of live owls. This is an annual event which 
gives guests the rare opportunity to view and photograph the owls from just a 
few feet away.  
 
 

WINTERING WATERFOWL OF THE POTOMAC RIVER – As part of our annual 
holiday event (Swanfall), Greg Butcher, the Migratory Species Coordinator 
for the U.S. Forest Service International Programs and PhD. Ornithologist, 
introduced us to the wide diversity of geese, ducks, and other waterbirds 
that winter in our area.  
 

  



 
 

2021 Educational Programs (cont.) 
                                                                                                                                                                            

 
THE POTOMAC – ITS HEALTH AND FUTURE – The Friends joined with 
five other conservation-focused organizations to present this 
program by Hedrick Berlin of the Potomac Conservancy. 
 
 
 

 
WHAT LIVES IN THE PARK? Was presented by board member Randy 
Streufert at our annual meeting. The program provided an overview 
of the amazing variety of animals that call Mason Neck State Park 
home. It featured photographs of often-seen and not so often-seen 
resident critters as well as a discussion of some of their interesting 
behaviors 

 

2021 Supporting the Park and its Programs 

As 2021 began, covid protocols limited the number of participants in park programs. However, we 
were still able to support many events. 
 
We approved an expenditure of $1,500 to purchase rubber 
mulch to revitalize the playground area. Then the park 
welcomed 15 volunteers from Mom’s Organic Market who 
spread the mulch and weeded the pollinator gardens.  

 
 
 
We led April and September shoreline cleanups, serving as volunteers 
and providing refreshments and re-useable water bottles to volunteers. 
Our policy is to not have single-use plastic bottles at park events. 
 
 



 
 

 

2021 Supporting the Park and its Programs (cont.) 
 
 

                  
  
We provided volunteer and financial support for the Park’s Juneteenth 
celebration. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Friends worked with the park to present its ANNUAL HISTORY 
PROGRAM. The archaeology and history of Indigenous people who 
occupied the land that is now Mason Neck was presented by Karina 
Velasquez-Mondragon of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 

 
 
We participated as an exhibitor representing the park and a sponsored a 
live owl program at an Environmental Expo sponsored by our Fairfax 
County, Mount Vernon District Supervisor. 
 
 
 

In what has become an annual tradition, the Friends provided  
Lunch and an introductory program on leadership and safety to 
the Youth Conservation Corps members who worked in the park 
 this summer. 

 
 
As another annual tradition, we provided lunch for a group of 
underserved kids in our community who participate in the park’s Junior 
Ranger program. Their attendance is made possible by grants that come 
to us from our local garden clubs. 
 
 

 
We provided volunteer and financial support for a family picnic and 
afternoon of activities at the park for underserved families in our 
community. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

2021 Supporting the Park and its Programs (cont.) 
 

 
Park after Dark is a highlight of October. The Friends provided financial 
support for refreshments and assisted on night hikes for adults and children. 
As children walked along a trail in the “Enchanted Forest,” Friends dressed in 
animal costumes taught them about the behavior and lives of many of the 
park’s resident creatures.  
 
 

The Friends of Mason Neck State Park Newsletter 
 
Our monthly newsletter is an important tool for supporting the park and educating our audience. In 
addition to notifying members and many hundreds of contacts about upcoming Friends and Park events, 
it features educational articles about the flora and fauna of the park and surrounding area. For those 
who were unable to attend an event, each newsletter contains a review. Articles frequently feature 
spectacular photos by board member and award-winning photographer, Randy Streufert. We are 
equally fortunate to have board member Tom Blackburn as editor. 

 

Friends of Mason Neck State Park Income and Expenses  
 

The Friends of Mason Neck State Park’s 2021 Financial Results are summarized below: 
 

     
 

          

Total Income: $23,590

Membership Dues Grants and Donations

Calendar Sales Program Fees

Total Expenses:$10,371

Playground Materials Friends Programs

Grant Operations


